2026 NEBRASKA
CLASS C STATE SENIORS

AUGUST 1-5 | HOSTED BY PENDER POST 55

@UZA'@@ C

Pender, NE

Weleome lo Dave Nilzschke
Memorial Ficld/




THE DEPARTMENT OF NEBRASKA
AMERICAN 150 NW 40th Street Unit A

LINCOLN, NE 68528

LEG I o N Office: 402-464-6338 — Fax 402-464-6330

Web: www.nebraskalegion.net

For God and Country

July 9, 2026
American Legion Baseball Fans:

When the cry, “Play ball!” sounds at this year’s State Tournaments, we will
celebrate our country’s semiquincentennial marking the 250th year of The United
States of America. Now is the time to reflect on this past season and to say,
“Thank you,” to the many American Legion Posts, volunteers, coaches, and
umpires who have helped make this season a success.

Throughout the competition leading up to this year’s State Tournaments,
American Legion Baseball has provided over 4,000 young Nebraskans on over 278
teams with an opportunity to participate. Nebraska consistently is on of the top
three departments with teams registered every year.

In 50+ American Legion Departments across this great nation, Canada
and Puerto Rico, more than 50,000 players participate. This Americanism program
contributes significantly in promoting sportsmanship and citizenship, building
character, and providing worthwhile recreation for our young people. One only has
to look through the present and past rosters of Major League teams to see the
names of players such Jake Meyer, Alex Gordon and Jaba Chamberlin, to whom
this program has provided valuable training. It is truly a youth program of great
merit, and we of the The American Legion are proud to sponsor such a program for
our young people.

Speaking for more than 27,000 American Legion and Sons of the American
Legion members in the great State of Nebraska, it is my sincere pleasure to extend
greetings to all spectators and participants and to offer best wishes for a successful
tournament.
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For God and Country, A

Douglas L. Frahm
Department Commander
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We are extremely proud to be the host site for the Class C Senior State Baseball
Tournament in 2026. As you cheer on the teams on this in year’s field, please take a
moment to check out our concession stand, ball fields and high school sports complex.

Many hours of work have gone into making these areas the pride of Pender. I want

to thank all of the volunteers including: the Village of Pender, Pender

Summer Recreation, and Pender Public Schools, for their continued dedication
of time and support. They have all come together to have these

amenities in
excellent playing condition.

Our local businesses would greatly appreciate your
patronage while visiting Pender. We believe our town can serve
all of your needs and more. The Pender pool will also be available
to cool off in between, and after games for your
enjoyment. Baseball fans can swim free of charge during the

tournament.

Again thank you for visiting Pender and good luck to all the
teams participating in this years Class C State Seniors Baseball

Tournament.

Chris Reha

Village of Pender Board Chairman

AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL
CODE OF SPORTSMANSHIP

| will keep the rules,
Keep faith with my teammates,
Keep my temper,
Keep myself fit,

Keep a stout heart in defeat,
Keep pride under control in victory,
Keep a sound soul, a clean mind,
And a healthy body.

TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR
Clay Haymart

TOURNAMENT UMPIRES
Doug Stanton
Jon Cerny
Brandon Kirby
Larry Nuss
Neil Hammond
Nathan Sliva
Dean Barrett

All persons entering the ball
park will assume all risk and
danger incidental to the game
of baseball whether occurring
prior to, during or subsequent
to the actual playing of the
game, including specifically
(but not exclusively) the danger
of being injured by thrown bats
and thrown or batted balls. The
fan agrees the participating
teams, players and team offi-
cials are not liable for injuries
result from such causes.



Let Pender serve you.

[] Pender
B Community
' Health

From our hospital, medical clinics and retail pharmacies to child development center
and assisted living, Pender Community Health is your trusted partner for every stage
of life — and it is here for our guests, as well. 100 Hospital Drive, Pender, Pender

Pender’s Subway has a spacious indoor
dining area — and also remember the many
flavors of Goodrich ice cream available in
cones or bowls. Open 10 a.m.-10 p.m. daily.
Want it fast? Place orders online at
order.subway.com or via the Subway app.
325 Main Street, Pender

Z Mart can feed your vehicle as well as you
and your family. Access to fuel 24 hours a day
is available, along with daily breakfast and
lunch specials, a beer cave, coffee bar, Hunt
Brothers pizza and broasted chicken. Search
for Z Mart on Facebook for the latest menu

d ials.
and sPECIAlS- 347 Whitney Street, Pender

STATE TOURNAMENT T-SHIR.TS AVAILABLE AT
classcstateseniors.com

FULL CONCESSION STAND AND BGs FOOD TRUCK
AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE TOURNAMENT




Dave Nitzschke Memorial Field has been the site of countless games since
the first landscaping was begun in September 1991. This year's 2026 Class C
State Seniors Tournament will mark the sixth time the epic tales of a state
baseball tournament will have been written into American Legion baseball history here on this diamond,
joining 1995, 1999, 2010 and 2021, along with numerous Area Tournaments.

It bears the name of Dave Nitzschke, a local youth baseball player who battled terminal cancer and passed
away in May 1996 just a few weeks shy of the end of his junior year at Pender High School. Dave adored
baseball, playing at all levels in a Pender uniform from t-ball to American Legion. Fittingly, the Village of Pender
Board of Trustees chose to honor him by placing his name on the field. He is the son of Tom and Linda
Nitzschke of Pender. With the same devotion Tom took in raising his boy, he continued to pour energy into
coaching Legion baseball for many years and meticulously maintaining and advocating for the field, himself a
longtime member of the village board.

That spirit of volunteerism and financial commitment to the complex has continued into new generations of
Penderites who have for decades partnered with nearby Bancroft families to produce perennially competitive
teams that have seen the Pender Post 55 Juniors and Seniors reach both state tournaments in 11 of the past
17 seasons, including this year. The community has inspired them with a beautiful place to play the game, and
they have met a standard of excellence expected of them time and again.

Men like Clay Haymart, Benny Oliver, Shane Schuster, Andy Welsh and Ron Williams — to name but a few
— have signed on with their own time and energy to coach and maintain the fields with a community behind
them that has found ways to secure funds for things like a new scoreboard, upgraded field lighting, freshly
sodded infield and so much more. Most recently, the Pender-Thurston Education & Community Foundation
Fund, Main Street Thriftique and local Veterans organizations combined funding to improve the complex with
new fencing on the smaller field, sidewalks, a pitch count display and more. Volunteers also remodeled the
concession stand this spring with locally raised funds.

Congratulations on qualifying for this year's state tournament. Let’s have a wonderful five days. Play ball!
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CHAMPION

Host/Area C2 champion, front row from left, #8 Trevor Trimble, #11 Bowdie Burhoop,
#20 Owen Kneifl and #14 Owen Hathaway. Middle row, #46 Zander Welsh, #22 Braylon Wegner, #2 Ryan
Linkous, #31 Bryan Godinez and #13 Jake Schuster. Back row, coaches Shane Schuster and Andy Welsh, #23
Tayt Welsh, #21 Alex Roth, #3 Lakota Whiteface-Russman and coaches Lucas Vogt and Matt Wegner.

Your bank today.
Your bank for what's next.

With smart banking features including free ATMs nationwide, EarlyPay, — @- Early Pay
and a powerful mobile app, managing your money has never been easier.

[_1l| No ATM Fees

We'e here for you in Pender, and all our locations in Nebraska, lowa, ®| Mobile App
Kansas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Missouri.

EQUITY BANK 222 Main St. | 402.385.3063 | equitybank.com

MEMBER FDIC

PROUD SPONSOR OF THE EQUITY BANK PENDER POST 55 SENIORS




Area C1 champion, front row from left, #9 Drew Wagner, #32 Haiden Horstmann, #5 Ethan Kuhlman,
#1 Haiden Loseke, #2 Robinson Ladeaux, #14 Coen Horstmann and #0 Dawson Kraft. Back row, coach Zach
Leuschen, #34 Dylon Nilson, #10 Jaxon Woods, #16 Carter Kuhlman, #8 Braxton Eggerling, #18 Rudd Carlson
and coaches Ryon Nilson and Mitchell Mackeprang. Not pictured is #12 Tucker Tauber.

MidwestM\BOnk

Your Community. Your Bank.

Wishing all players, coaches, and -

fans an unforgettable tournament! ©

—

From your friends at Midwest Bank
Proud supporters of our local communities

midwest.bank

MEMBER FDIC




Area C2 runner-up, front row from left, #10 Koby Detlefsen, #20 Blake Bensen, #2
Dawson Dresden, #12 Hudston Whitmire, #5 Easton Hochstein, #25 Sam Wiebelhaus, #6 Bodie
Hochstein and #1 Keaton Keiser. Back row, coach Don Whitmire, #4 Gavin Klug, #17
Hunter Bensen, #8 Breiton Whitmire, #23 Grady Haberer, #24 Rylan Fischer, #9 Brady Hochstein, Tate Fisch-
er and coaches Zach Hegge and Cale Haberer.
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(402) 254-3994 | WWW.BANKOFHARTINGTON.COM
P.O.BOX 77 | 229 N. BROADWAY | HARTINGTON, NE 68739
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Area C3 champion, front row from left, #22 Nolan Duzik, #7 Mason Zegar, #13 Greyson Queen, #14 Tregan
Frank, #44 Brandon Wisnieski, #55 Kellen Ensrud, #9 Gavin Little and #5 Leo Small. Back row, #8 Chase

Smith, #1 Austin Sykes, #17 Cayden Robotham, #16 Carson Frank, #21 Reilly Carlson, #28 Kenton McGill,
#49 Isaiah Baeza, #30 Justin Wisnieski, #0 Preson Kucera and #11 Brixon Meyer.
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Purchase photos of all tournament games at

classcstateseniors.com
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ADMISSION: $10 adults, $5 students X x *x 2026 & 4 & PAST DECADE
C7 | PWG Post 120/236/186 S —— 2025 | Malcolm
Veterans and 5-and-under FREE = CAN EG Pender
| 2024 | Malcolm
Gl1-10AM |©N Wakefield
SATURDAY, AUG. 1 2023 | Malcolm
DCB
C3 [ Malcolm Post 354 s-.apm@ | =-EE 2022 | Malcolm
C1| CBW Post 74/249/63
| CBWY Post 74/249/ SUNDAY, AUG. 2 2021[DCB
_ 2020 | Pandemic
G2-1PM 2019 | DCB
SATU RDAY, AUG. 1 Pender
2018 | David City
Cé6 | Centura Post 333 - Pender
G11-7PM 2017 | David City
C2 | Hartington Post 4 MONDAY, AUGUST 3 Wilber
2016 | Malcolm
Creighton
G3-4PM
SATURDAY, AUG. 1
C5 | Ord Post 38 G8 -7 PM
4 | Lincol Chick-fi-A Post 500 SUNDAY, AUG. 2 G13-7PM CHAMPIONSHIP | WEDNESDAY, AUG. 5
TUESDAY, AUG. 4
G4-7PM
SATURDAY, AUG. 1
L8
H | Equity Bank Pender Post 55
L1 G10-4PM G14-5PM G15*
MONDAY, AUG. 3 Following G14
G5-10AM SEE NOTE 1** if necessary
SUNDAY, AUG. 2 L13/14 if
first loss
L2 L7 G12-4PM
S TUESDAY, AUG. 4
’"’f?‘ﬁﬁ%}ﬁ““{{ L3 G9-1PM Game 12 Winner game 9 vs loser game 11 (Note 1)
MONDAY, AUG. 3 Game 13 Winner game 10 vs winner game 11 (Note 1)
G6 -1 PM Game 14 Winner game 12 vs winner game 13 (Note 2)
** N1 - RETURN (if necessary) fifteen games will be needed
SUNDAY, AUG. 2 TO EARLIEST Game 15 if winner game 11 loses game 13 or
winner game 12 wins game 14
L4 II:‘ILQKEEI?I?I'ME Pairing for game 12 and 13 will not match
INote 1 previous opponents against each other
o A unless absolutely necessary.
Wé&ﬂ/ﬂ&' b Dﬂﬂé ng%& %é'fﬂﬂl’lﬂ[ M INote 2 If three teams remain after game 13, the
LET’S PLAY BALL! winner of game 11 goes to game 15




g ] ’\,
Fﬁ'% "

R

Area C4 champions, front row from left, #18 Nathan Woodward, #44 Chance
Moudry, #6 Barren Stunkel, #4 Easton Ryschon, #30 Evan Lane, #45 Colt Meyer, #11 Nolan
Woodward, #8 Grey Geiser and coach Jordan Ryschon. Back row, coaches Matt Wood-
ward and Brian Meyer, #1 Beau Wells, #7 Cort Hicks, #28 Jackson Hollibaugh, #22 Haydin
Nelson, #15 Binyam Sikes, #14 Jordan Williams, #24 Austin Stethem and coaches Gary Hinrichs
and Kooper Jelinek. Not Pictured are Jacob Dorenbach, Zane DeNoyer and Beau Shafer.
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The Bank that roots for you.

Member

308-728-3611 | 1504 L St,Ord, NE | SecuritylstBank.com FDIC
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Area C5 champions, front row from left, #8 Dylan Fleming, #5 Blake Meyers, #11
Christian Iron Horse, #7 Spensir Jaros, #18 Brooks Hadenfeldt, #10 Luke Johnson, #4 Wyatt
Dvorak, #6 Jayden Peterson and #1 Jack Hadenfeldt. Back row, coaches Heath Hadenfeldt, Jason
Hadenfeldt and Kellen Fries, #13 Barrett Fries, #2 Fletcher Fries, #44 Kolton Simons, #12 Riley Spiehs,
#19 Luis Flores, #9 Carson Harder, and coaches Scott Fries, Kevin Dvorak and Kelly Myers.

CONGRATS CENTURA!
GOOD LUCK AT STATE!

@WESTERN 415 S High Street, Cairo, NE 68824  Member

NATIONAL BANK WO VRV, GO FDIC
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Area C6 champions, front row from left, #11 Colten Portsche, #12 Gavin Cornell,
#9 Braxton Glines, #16 Preston Rodencal and #4 Cooper Thome. Second row, #10 Evan Holle, #25 Jake
Bokelmann, #00 Owen Hemmingsen and #7 Zach Peterson. Back row, assistant coach Ryan Bokelmann,

#13 Paxon Sjuts, #22 Jude Mumaugh, #8 Myles Watson, assistant coach Owen Holle and heach coach Alex
Ohnoutka.

PROUD SPONSOR OF
LINCOLN LUTHERAN
POST 500 BASEBALL!
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47700 STREET& 5805 N. 28TH STREET | LINCOLN




Totnament
==

7 P-W-G Post : 20/ 236/ 18

Area C7 champions, front row from left, coach Dennis Wadsworth, #2 Lincoln Neko-
liczak, #16 Dallas Wadsworth, #3 Turner Freeman, #7 Uriel “Cookie” Guzman, #5 Landen Poss,
#6 Maximus Foltz, #15 Reed Gotschall, #4 Kalen Weller and coach Ashley Allen. Back row,
coach Kevin Wood, #11 Quincy Wright, #13 Caden Straka, #14 Stetson McManaman,
#23 Grant Dusatko, #12 Lucas Shoemaker, #22 Erik Samuelson, #8 Lane Foltz, #17 Griffin
Allen, #9 Landon Shoemaker, #10 July Gotschall and equipment manager Turner Allen.

600D LUCK TO THE PALMER-WOLBACH-GREELEY
POST 120/236/186 SENIORS AT STATE!

= Pinnacle Bank

THE WAY BANKING SHOULD BE

Member

912 COMMERCIAL ST. | PALMER, NE 68864 FDIC




Our local summeports boosters
welcome you to the
Class C State Seniors Tournament!

PENDER

PROUDLY ACE 316 MAIN ST.
LOCAL HAHDWARE PENDER

Chiropractic
Dr. Karissa Johnson, DC

ALIGN va;n\%

402-385-6220

FARM BUREAU
FINANCIAL SERVICES

GRALHEER

N

PENDER @d BANCROFT

Choice®

CONCRETE COATINGS
©712-266-6953

~ 402-922-0357
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Pender, Nebraska
Gregory, South Dakota

GRAIN

Family Roots, Quality Values

///Am

PETERSON
Located i Sign & Panner

Peterson Body & Paint
West Point, NE

Doug and Terri Johnson
Thurston, NE

(35)PIONEER.

Pioneer Hi-Bred International, Inc.

C ualit
ONTROL

Foundation Repair
& Waterproofing

We can...
e Stabilize your walls
, ® Waterproof your basement
Charles Kneifl e Support/Lift your foundation
402.922.1459 * Replace inefficient windows

EREE ESTIMATES
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TEAMMATES

MENTORING
of PENDER

W
WELSHI

FINANCIAL

45

GATTLE co
- 4.5 Cattle Co & K-4 G@ttl{g L~I:C

Family Owned & Operated
Custom Cattle Feeding

B“rad 402 -922-0073
Samantha: 402-922-0487

ELECTRICLLC

» Custom Homes

* House Additions

* Post Frame Buildings
* Remodeling

(402) 419-4799

NICKELS

CONTRACTING

THE
PENDER

TIMES




FREE swimming at Pender’s pool just
east of the ball fields, 1-8 PM daily.

Twin Creeks Golf Club is our beautifully maintained and-
established 9-hole golf course just a few miles north of
Pender along Highway 9.

Call 402-385-2376 to plan your round.




Welcome to Pender!

West Point < Pender « Walthill
Elkhorn < Papillion < Gretna

CharterWest.comﬂ

Member FDIC the power of the eagle
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